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Origins: Need for international coordination agains t 

epidemic disease

Smallpox, 

Plague                   
Yellow fever 

Cholera
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The first 
effective 

public health 
intervention

1969 - WHO 
International

Health 
Regulations

By 1981: 
3 diseases

Epidemics 
spread 
across 
world      

19th Century: 
International 
Agreements 

against 
epidemics

1st - 1924 Pan-
Am Sanitary 

Code

1948 - WHO

1951 - WHO 
International 

Sanitary 
Regulations

Smallpox, 
1950s Cholera

(Smallpox)



IHR (2005) 
Entry into 

force 

HIV/AIDS, Ebola, BSE/vCJD, Nipah virus…              

IHR (2005)   Paradigm Shifts for an uncertain future
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force 
globally 

21st century’s 
first global 
epidemic 

WHA adopts:      WHA adopts:      
23 May 2005

International 
Health 

Regulations 
(2005) 

Avian 
Influenza -
pandemic 

risk

In force:

15 June 2007

SARS, 2003
Avian Influenza, 

2005- - -



Three Paradigm Shifts from 1969 IHR  to 2005 IHR 

� From control at borders to borders and control at source

*** Core public health capacities required for all States Parties

� From (3) disease list to all significant int'l public health risks

*** Biological/Chemical/Other  >>>  Cross-sectoral coordination

*** Known or unknown  >>>  May notify before causal agent known 

*** Transmissible by vectors, persons, goods >>> More collaboration
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� From preset health measures to adapted responses / agreed rules

A commitment 

of 194 States 

Parties



� “to prevent, protect against, control and provide 
a public health response to the international spread 
of disease 

� "in ways that are commensurate with and 
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restricted to public health risks, and 

� "which avoid unnecessary interference with 
international traffic and trade"
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Pandemic (H1N1) 2009

Mexico 
detects  

new 
A/H1N1 09 
(pandemic) 
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APRIL 2009 1st Mtg of IHR 
Emergency 
Committee     

25 April 2009
DG determines 

is a PHEIC

2nd & 3rd

Mtgs of EC 
27 April 09 
5 June 09  

DG: 
Temporary 

Recomm's & 
Pandemic  
Phase(s)

4th Mtg of EC 
11 June 09 
DG raises to 
Pandemic 
Phase 6 

SARS, 2003

(pandemic) 
virus
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WHO Strategic Health Operations Centre (SHOC), May 2009
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