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Innovation in public 

policy for  

Cancer Prevention 

Cervical cancer 

Breast cancer 

Tobacco control 

Strategic areas for  

research and action 

Preventive interventions 

• Reproductive Health 

Large epidemiological studies 

Diabetes and Cardiovascular Risk 

Mexican Teachers’ Cohort Study, 2006 

116,618 female teachers  

5000 in the clinical subcohort 

Knowledge generation in  

Health and Environment 

 Children and environment 
 
  Populations at environmental risk 

 
  Gene-environment interactions 

 
  Ecosystems and health 

Training for obstetric and neonatal 

emergencies in Mexico (PRONTO) 



Impact on public policy 

Breast cancer 

Accident prevention 

Tobacco control  

HPV vaccines 

Promotion of the use of better 
stoves, in rural areas 

Self-sampling for 

HPV testing 



Self-collection of vaginal specimens for human 

papillomavirus testing in cervical cancer prevention 

(MARCH): a community-based randomised controlled trial 

Eduardo Lazcano-Ponce*, Attila Tibor Lorincz*, Aurelio Cruz-Valdez, Jorge Salmerón, Patricia 

Uribe,  Eduardo Velasco-Mondragón, Pilar Hernandez Nevarez, Rodrigo Diaz Acosta, Mauricio 

Hernández-Avila 

THE LANCET 
November 2011 

New detection alternatives for cervical cancer screening: 

Increase in coverage, acceptability and safety 



Comparison of the effect of HPV sample self-collected at 

home vs Pap in Mexican rural areas. The March Study 

 

HPV testing detected 

4.2 times  more 

invasive cancers than 

cytology (Pap). 

 

Detection Rate 

   HPV testing  

30.4 x 100,000  

vs  

  Cytology (Pap)  

7.2 x 100,000 



Prevention of cervical cancer in women’s hands:  

Mexico leads the way* The Lancet, October 26, 2011. 

* 



Technological innovation in cervical cancer 

prevention and control programs in Mexico 

12 regional HPV laboratories in 

Mexico 

Creating a detection 

infrastructure: 

HPV testing 
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Research, development and implementation of  

innovative solutions in Public Health. 2007-2012 
Initiating a vaccination schedule for 

girls 9-10 years of age 

0 – 6 – 60 months 

Objectives 
Focus on age group (9–10 year olds) 

Increase coverage 

Decrease costs (from $80 down to $14 dollars per dose) 

Antibody responses to  

HPV-16-18 at month 21 
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Promotion designed at the INSP 

1) National Tobacco Surveys 

 

3) Design and evaluation of  

warnings in Mexico 

  

Tobacco Research in the National Institute of Public Health, 2002-2012   

“Enjoy smoke-free places” 

2) Contributes to development 

of social marketing 


